Communication Studies Advising FAQ

What can you do with a degree in Communication Studies?
Our program gives students skills to communicate effectively in any field of employment. Communication specific jobs and fields include communication consultants, speechwriters, political campaign managers, public service campaign managers, professional speakers, spokespersons, communication directors, public relations specialists, grant writers, fundraisers, mediators, conflict management specialists, attorneys, jury consultants, clergy, teachers, professors, human resource managers, marketing managers, and communication data analysts. 
NOTE: CSULB has separate departments for media production and journalism. For information, contact those departments directly.

What are the requirements to become a Communication Studies major? 
· CSULB and Overall GPA must be over 2.5  
· Complete COMM 110, COMM 130, and COMM 131. 
· Students with less than 60 units can declare as “Pre-Comm” while completing 110, 130 and 131.

How do I declare Communication Studies as my major?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To declare, you need to see a Communication Studies Advisor in AS 316.  

How do I declare Communication Studies as my minor? 
· To declare the minor, see a Communication Studies Advisor in AS 351
· CSULB and Overall GPA must be over 2.5 to declare the minor

Does the Communication Studies Department have a master’s degree?
Yes. Email Jennifer.Asenas@csulb.edu for more information. 



What classes in Communication Studies also count for GE credit?
COMM 110 Interpersonal Communication—A2 Oral Communication
COMM 130 Public Speaking—A2 Oral Communication
COMM 131 Argumentation and Debate—A3 Critical Thinking
COMM 333 Performing Culture—F Capstone, Human Diversity
COMM 335 Persuasive Speaking—E Life Long Learning
COMM 411 Conflict Resolution—E Life Long Learning, F Capstone
COMM 412 Gender—E Life Long Learning
COMM 441 Freedom of Communication—D2 Social Science and Citizenship, F Capstone
COMM 442 Campaign Persuasion—D2 Social Science and Citizenship, F Capstone

What capstone classes does Communication Studies offer?
COMM 333 Performing Culture (Also fulfils Human Diversity)
COMM 411 Conflict Resolution
COMM 441 Freedom of Communication
COMM 442 Campaign Persuasion

**There are currently NO writing intensive capstones available in Communication Studies.

What are the difference between the three major options?
General Option: This option allows students to select from a wide range of classes covering communication skills and theory. Students have the most freedom to choose electives in this option. This option is ideal for students who are not sure about their exact career path but want to graduate with the communication skills that are in-demand in nearly every area of employment. 
Communication, Culture and Public Affairs: This option provides understanding of theories of public communication and practical skills for communicating in public contexts. Students will learn how influential messages are created, disseminated, and understood by audiences. This option is ideal for those seeking careers as speechwriters, communication directors, campaign managers, grant writers, lawyers, activists, and more.
Interpersonal and Organizational Option: This option provides students with skills and concepts related to interpersonal and organizational communication. This option is ideal for students seeking management or leadership positions in businesses, non-profits, or government offices.

