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Fall 2020
M/W 3:30-4:45 / ...zoom…
Dr. Aaron Castelan Cargile

Office: PMI 671 469 8641
Hours: M 11-12 pm / W 5-6 pm

and by appointment!

Phone: 985-7971

E-Mail: aaron.cargile@csulb.edu
Course Communication


Announcements will be posted in BeachBoard on a regular basis. They will appear on the class homepage when you login and/or will be sent to you directly based on the preferences you indicate under your BeachBoard course notifications. Please make sure to check them regularly, as they will contain any important information about upcoming assignments or class concerns.

I will respond to your questions within 24 hours, usually sooner, but slower on the weekends. If I do not respond within 24 hours, assume that I did not get your message and resend it. You may reach me through email at aaron.cargile@csulb.edu (preferred method), or you may leave me a voicemail at the telephone number listed above. 
Course Description

The purpose of this course is to introduce you to graduate school, academia, and–most particularly–to the field of study referred to as “Communication Theory”. Communication Theory represents a social scientific approach to the study of human communication. We will discuss the work that constitutes this field along with both its epistemic assumptions and limitations. Additionally, you will begin to the enage the process of becoming a scholar in this field, which includes reading and synthesizing literature, as well as writing a proposal for research.
Course Goals
1. Recognize and understand the major paradigms in the field.
2. Understand the goal of theory.

3. Evaluate social science theory critically.

4. Locate relevant social science research

5. Apply key social science theory in various communication contexts.

6. Read empirical articles.

7. Write an original social science proposal that is theoretically robust.

8. Learn to use APA style formatting and references. 
	Required Texts (available at the CSULB bookstore, and elsewhere)


Giere, R. N. (2010). Scientific perspectivism. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.
Lindemann, K. (2018). Composing Research, Communicating Results: Writing the Communication Research Paper. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons.
Stacks, D. W., Salwen, M. B., & Eichhorn, K. C. (Eds.). (2019). An integrated approach to communication theory and research (3rd ed.). New York: Routledge. 
Additional course readings available, including:
· Is Graduate School Really for You? 

· Communication: A post-discipline (Waisbord, Ch 1, 3, & 4)
Computer Access and Support Services 

If you don't have access to BeachBoard via your own computer, the division of student affairs may have chromebooks to loan; please call 562-985-5587 for more information. During non-pandemic times, there are also computer labs for student use located both in the library and in the Horn Center. For additional information about these labs, including hours of operation, please check the open access computing facilities website. If you need help configuring your computer for BeachBoard access, you can get help using your computer from Academic Technology Services; contact them through the ATS website. 

Assignments
Midterm Exam


30 points (20%)
Writing Research Exercises
30 points (20%)
Class Discussion Assignment
10 points (6%)

Literature Review Assignment
40 points (27%)
Proposal Critiques


10 points (6%)

Research Proposal


30 points (20%)





= 150 points (total)

	Course Policies


Attendance. Regular attendance is expected. Although attendance does not affect the student’s course grade directly (i.e., no points are awarded for attendance), regular attendance is necessary in order to complete course assignments and exams. 
Exams. The format of the exam will be discussed and reviewed as the test dates near. In the case that a documented, excused absence [only] conflicts with the date of an exam, inform the professor as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made to take an alternate version of the test.

Late Assignments. In the event of an unanticipated, documented, excused absence (only) arrangements will be made to satisfy requirements of the assignment if the instructor is notified as soon as possible. Any other assignments submitted after their due date will be considered late and marked down 5% per day late, including days that class is not in session.

Grading Policy. Points for the course will awarded for the assignments as listed above. The designation of final grades will be based on a course curve developed by the instructor in which point totals equaling 90% of the total points possible will be awarded at least an “A”, 80% will be awarded at least a “B”, 70% at least a “C”, and 60% at least a “D”. All questions (and potential errors) regarding the points received for any assignment or exam must be brought to the attention of the instructor within one week of receiving the score. No change or adjustments in points will be allowed after one week. 
Dropping and Adding. You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc., found in the CSU Long Beach University Catalog.  In particular, please be aware that withdrawals during the final three weeks of instruction are not permitted except in cases such as an accident or serious illness where the circumstances causing the withdrawal are clearly beyond the student’s control and the assignment of an Incomplete is not practical.
Other Policies •It is the student’s responsibility to notify the professor if testing accommodations are needed in the cased of a university-verified disability. •All other course policies shall be instituted in a manner consistent with university policy, as articulated in the university catalog.
	University Policies and Resources


Academic Integrity. Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at California State University, Long Beach, and the University’s Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Academic Integrity Committee. The policy on academic integrity and other resources related to student conduct can be found in the CSULB Course Catalog.
Student Services. Student services are designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. Students can find support for services such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. Student services information can be found on the Student Affairs website. 

Americans with Disabilities Act. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability or chronic illness, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Please also contact Accessibile Instructional Materials Center (AIM) as they are the designated department responsible for approving and coordinating reasonable accommodations and services for students with disabilities. AIM will help you understand your rights and responsibilities under the Americans with Disabilities Act and provide you further assistance with requesting and arranging accommodations. AIM is located in AS-116 and you can contact them by calling 562-985-1663. For additional information, please visit their website: AIM website. 
ital = available via wetransfer


	COMM 546 Course Schedule                           (subject to change with fair notice)


Week
Date
Topic
Assignment (finish before class)
  1
8/24
Introduction
None

8/26
What is Grad School?
Is Graduate School Really for You? 
  2
8/31
What is Science? 
Scientfic Perspectivism, Ch. 1

9/2
What is Science? 
Scientfic Perspectivism, Ch. 2
  3
9/7
LABOR DAY
 


9/9
What is Science? 
Scientfic Perspectivism, pp. 59-82; 88-95


  4
9/14
The Communication Discipline
Waisbord, Ch. 1


9/16
Writing Research 
Composing Research, Ch. 2; Exercise 1
  5
9/21
The Communication Discipline
Waisbord, Ch. 3


9/23
Writing Research 
Composing Research, Ch. 5; Exercise 2
  6
9/28
The Communication Discipline
Waisbord, Ch. 4

9/30
Writing Research 
Exercise 3
  7
10/5
Communication Theory
Integrated Approach, Ch. 2-4


10/7
Review for Midterm
  8
10/12
Midterm Exam

10/14
Communication Theory
Class Discussion Assignment
  9
10/19
Communication Theory
Class Discussion Assignment

10/21
Writing Research
Exercise 4
  10
10/26
Communication Theory
Class Discussion Assignment 

10/28
Communication Theory
Class Discussion Assignment 
  11
11/2
Communication Theory
Class Discussion Assignment 

11/4
Communication Theory
Class Discussion Assignment 
  12
11/9
Writing Research
Composing Research, pp. 54-57; 86-94

11/11
VETERANS DAY


  13
11/16
Communication Theory
Class Discussion Assignment

11/18
Writing Research
  14
11/23
Writing Research
Literature Review Due (11/24)

11/25
FALL BREAK 


  15
11/30
Writing Research
Composing Research, Ch. 7

12/2
Writing Research


  16
12/7 
Writing Research
Draft Proposal Due (noon)

12/9
Writing Research
Proposal Critiques Due
  Research Proposal Due- - - - Wednesday, December 16, 2:45-4:45pm 
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