Communication Studies 590:  Violence and Communication
Spring, 2021
 Mon. 5:30-8:15 via Zoom 
Professor:  Marc D. Rich, Ph.D.

E-mail:  marc.rich@csulb.edu
Office Hours:  Wednesday from 3:15 pm-5:15 pm.  
Zoom link:  https://csulb.zoom.us/j/82405767558
Course Description
This is a graduate level special topics course on communication and violence. We will consider different theoretical perspectives on the causes of violence, violence in different contexts, and the aftermath of violence. Because this is a seminar, there will be a significant amount of reading, research, and writing. Due to the subject matter, this seminar requires a commitment to exploration and a tolerance for exploring violence-related issues.

Required Texts (available at the CSULB bookstore)

· De Becker, Gavin.  The Gift of Fear (1997).  Little, Brown, and Company:  New York  
Additional readings are posted on Beachboard and the library course reserves page:  https://csulb.libguides.com/er.php?course_id=31832
Class password in CAPS:  COMM590SPRING

International Handbook of Threat Assessment:

https://csulb-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/7c60ug/01CALS_ALMA71471910940002901
For additional information about computer access, contact the CSULB Technology Help Desk by phone at 562-985-4959 or E-mail: helpdesk@csulb.edu.

Assignments and Grading

Discussion Questions

Each week you will produce 1-2 discussion questions for each assigned reading. These questions will illustrate your understanding of the readings and help facilitate classroom discussion. Please produce questions that move beyond simple answers. These questions must be typed and turned in via Dropbox in a Word document. Late questions will not be accepted except in documented illnesses or emergencies.  Questions will be due at 10:00 p.m. on Sunday evenings.  You will be graded on the depth and sophistication of your questions.  When we have guest speakers scheduled, produce on additional question for the speaker about her/his/their career or area of expertise.
24 points (12 weeks x 2 points)
Article co-facilitation

By the second week of class you and a partner will choose an article or book chapter to co-facilitate. Please provide a 1-2 page handout that includes key themes from the article/chapter and discussion questions. Please do not spend more than a few minutes summarizing the article since we have read it. Instead, utilize pedagogical strategies (creative/experiential/performative/technological) to help us better understand and expand the essay. You will have 30-40 minutes for this activity. You will be graded on the depth of the presentation, the ways in which you engage your peers, creativity, and your ability to pose significant questions and effectively facilitate discussion. If you plan to assign members of the class to perform particular roles, please do so a week in advance.

15 points.

Paper
You will select a topic related to some aspect of violence/violence prevention.  The goal of this assignment is to produce a final product that will be submitted to a conference.  The conference can be in the communication studies discipline or a related field. The first half of the paper is due at the mid-point of the semester.  The final paper is due toward the end of the semester.  You will present your paper in a conference format.  The final paper will be 15-20 pages in length, minimum of 15 sources cited, APA or MLA.
First half of paper—10 points
Final paper—20 points

Paper presentation—11 points (12 minutes)
Engagements

Example of violence  5 points

Roots of male violence  5 points

Example of everyday porn  5 points

Conference selection  5 points   
Grades. Points will be awarded for each assignment according to the values listed above. The designation of final grades is as follows: point totals equaling 89.5% of the total possible points will be awarded an “A”, 79.5% will be awarded at least a “B”, 69.5% at least a “C”, and 59.5% at least a “D”. All questions (and potential errors) regarding the points received for any assignment or exam must be brought to the Professor’s attention within one week of receiving the score. No change or adjustments in points will be allowed after one week.  No final grades will be adjusted—for example, if your final score is a 89.4% you will receive a ‘B’ in the course.  The Professor will not respond to any requests for grade changes, except in the case of a miscalculation, after final grades are posted.

University Policies. Withdrawals during the final three weeks of instruction are not permitted except in cases such as an accident or serious illness where the circumstances causing the withdrawal are clearly beyond the student’s control and the assignment of an Incomplete is not practical.  Students requesting a reasonable accommodation based on mental or physical disability should contact BMAC as soon as possible at 562-985-5401; bmac@csulb.edu.  Students are required to meet with faculty to discuss accommodations. All other course policies shall be instituted in a manner consistent with university policy, as articulated in the university catalog.  
Classroom Policies:

1. I expect you to attend each class on time and have your camera on for the duration of the class.  If your camera is off, or you are not paying attention during class, you will be considered absent and will receive a ‘zero’ for any/all assignments due that week. If you are distracting the class you will be removed from Zoom.  I reserve the right to lower your final grade due to unexcused absences or being late.
2. We will be discussing controversial topics.  Although you are not required to agree with the opinions of the authors, instructor, or peers, it is expected that you will be respectful of different perspectives.  You can be critical of an argument or a position without attacking an individual.  Keep an open mind about ways of life that seem foreign to you.  We are all the “other” to someone.  Avoid participating in discourse that is offensive or degrading.  Think before you speak and choose your words carefully.  We are not trying to “one-up” each other in this course; but, rather, to learn from and value all of our experiences.

3. E-mailed assignments will not be accepted or graded.  Everything will be uploaded via Beachboard.
4. Unless otherwise stated, everything turned in must be typed and follow current MLA or APA guidelines.
5. Assignments are collected via Bboard.  Assignments turned in after the deadline will be reduced a letter grade for each day it is late.  Be sure your assignment is attached as a word document or it will not be graded.

6. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Cheating or plagiarism will result in either a zero on the assignment or a failing grade in the class.  Consult the CSULB catalog for a full description of cheating and plagiarism.

7. If you are late, the Professor will try to find a time to admit you to the main lobby. 
8. If you are more than 30 minutes late or miss the first day of class, you will be dropped from the roster.  After the first class session, it is your responsibility to drop this course. 
9. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get in touch with a peer.  Please do not e-mail the Professor to find out what you missed.  If you need further clarification after consulting a peer, please schedule a meeting with the Professor. 
10. Absolutely no filming, recording, or taking pictures of lectures or class discussions.  If you are caught doing so and/or upload anything from class to any online site you will be subject to removal from class and a referral to student conduct.
11.  E-mail guidelines for this course include addressing the professor appropriately and professionally (Dear Dr. Rich rather than “Hey” or “What’s up, Marc”), signing your full name, and putting COMM 590 in the subject heading. Due to the volume of e-mail messages received, it may take 1-3 days to respond and there will not be a response over the weekend.  

12.  The Professor will communicate to you via e-mail and post assignments/grades on Beachboard.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your scores and know when assignments are due. 

13. The Professor needs a minimum of three weeks notice for letters of recommendation.

14. If you need to report your grade/progress to any agency during the semester you must make the request at least one week in advance.

15.  If you are experiencing emotional or mental duress please contact Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS):  http://web.csulb.edu/divisions/students/caps/ or 562-985-4001.  The Professor is not qualified to assist students with mental health issues.  CAPS offers free counseling for students.  The Long Beach Trauma Recovery Center offers free counseling services to people who have survived traumatic events:  https://www.csulb.edu/college-of-education/long-beach-trauma-recovery-center.  If you or a friend/loved one are having suicidal thoughts, please call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 or visit their website: https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org
16. Sexual Assault, Rape, Dating/Domestic Violence, & Stalking

Title IX prohibits gender discrimination, including sexual harassment and sexual misconduct. If you have experienced sexual harassment, sexual assault, rape, dating/domestic violence, or stalking, the campus confidential Victim’s Advocate is available to help.  Jaqueline Urtez (e: advocate@csulb.edu, p: (562) 985-2668) can provide free and confidential support, accommodations, and referrals for victims without having to report the assault to campus authorities.  While students are welcome to discuss assaults with faculty, both faculty and teaching assistants are mandatory reporters who are required to report all incidents of sexual harassment/misconduct to the Title IX office for follow-up and possible investigation.  Students who do wish to report the assault for possible investigation may contact the confidential victim’s advocate, who can help them through the reporting process, or they can report the assault directly to the Title IX Office by completing an online reporting form at https://www.csulb.edu/equity-diversity/title-ix or contacting the Office of Equity & Diversity at OED@csulb.edu.

17. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the professor if accommodations are needed in the case of a university-verified disability. 
18.  The nature of this course requires that we look deeply at violence.  Hence, there will be graphic readings, videos, and guest lectures.  
University Policies. Withdrawals during the final three weeks of instruction are not permitted except in cases such as an accident or serious illness where the circumstances causing the withdrawal are clearly beyond the student’s control and the assignment of an Incomplete is not practical. All other course policies shall be instituted in a manner consistent with university policy, as articulated in the university catalog.
Tentative Course Schedule

**The course schedule can be changed at the discretion of the Professor

** Have the readings done by the discussion date
1/25 
Class syllabus 
De Becker Ch.1
Engagement 1:  Example of violence
View by 2/1: Behind Closed Doors (60 min.): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZS1JSwBNKM&t=1670s
2/1 
Assessing threats, social media 

International Handbook of Threat Assessment: Ch. 1 (link in syllabus)
De Becker Ch. 7

Bond and Phillips: Violence Against Women as a Human Rights Violation (Posted on Bboard)
Rich (2010) The interACT Model (Posted on Bboard)
Discuss final paper topics
2/8    
Causes and Consequences of Violence Against Women. Crowell, Nancy (Course Reserves)

What Causes Men’s Violence Against Women Ch. 5. Greene, Anthony (posted on Bboard)

https://www.washingtonpost.com/arts-entertainment/2020/07/09/365-days-netflix- controversy/
De Becker Ch. 10

Engagement 2:  Root of men’s violence against women
2/15 
Chapter 39 (‘The Pornography of Everyday Life’ by Caputi) in Gender, Race, and Class in Media Eds. Dines and Humez (Course Reserves)

Chapter 6 (‘Stuck in Gender Neutral’ by Katz) in Macho Paradox (Course Reserves)

Walter S. Dekeseredy Harms of Pornography--Violence Against Women in Pornography (posted on Bboard)

Engagement 3: Provide examples of everyday pornography

Clear paper topics
2/22
Chapter 5 (‘Stalking: Prevention and Intervention’ by Martin) in Trauma Psychology (posted on Bboard)

De Becker Chapter 8

I’ll Be Watching You—Claire Danes (Posted on Bboard) 
International handbook of Threat Assessment:  Ch. 10 
View by 3/1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2n6718ia_o&t=6s
Guest Speaker:  Bob Martin.
Engagement 4:  Conference selection
3/1
De Becker: Ch. 4 and 11

https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-35941555
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2016/apr/16/lily-allen-stalked-singer-police
Souren: Solutions for Dealing with Stalking and Harassment (Posted on Bboard) View: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRidpO7kUO0
3/8
Additional readings:  TBA

De Becker Ch. 13 and 14
View: https://www-nydailynews- com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.nydailynews.com/news/crime/ny-federal-judge- salas-fedex-20200803-eugkltd2bba2tkjgaffoxsjz6m-story.html?outputType=amp
Guest Speaker: John Muffler
3/15
Religion and Terrorism by Hoffman (Course Reserves)
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-picciolini-white-supremacists-20181007- story.html
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/11/why-the-government-should-fund- research-on-incel-culture/
Guest Speaker: Paul Kempainnen

View:  Southwest of Salem by 3/22
½ paper due
3/22
https://medium.com/hatewatch-blog/in-the-crosshairs-3700fbf2203d
LeMaster and Johnson (2019). Unlearning Gender (Posted on Bboard). Krell (2016).  Transmisogyny (Posted on Bboard).

Guest Speaker: Dr. Benny Lemaster 

View by 4/5:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYfJZRJ_XBs
3/29 
Spring Break 
4/5
Media and Mass Killers (Posted on Bboard)

https://www.safeandsoundschools.org/2018/08/16/what-i-wish-every-parent-asked/
International Handbook of Threat Assessment:  Ch. 8 Threat assessment in schools and Ch. 9 Mass casualty elementary schools

De Becker Ch.12
Chapter 7 (‘The Evolution in Combat and Domestic Violent Crime’ by Grossman) (posted on Bboard)

Guest Speaker:  Michele Gay
4/12
Chapter 4 (‘Resilience: Staying Cool in Jerusalem’) in The Unthinkable by Ripley (Course Reserves)

Chapter 1 (‘Be Here Now: From Victim to Rescuer’) in Surviving Survival by Gonzales (Course Reserves)

Guest Speakers: Dr. Diane Hayashino and Dr. Abby Bradecich.
4/19
Patti (2020) Slow Reading and recovery (Posted on Bboard)
Chodron “When Things Fall Apart” (Posted on Bboard)
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/rising-suicide-rates-college-campuses-prompt-concerns- mental/story?id=66126446
Guest speaker: Dr. Chris Patti 
4/26 
Physicians-as-Writers, Patients-as-Readers: https://hedgehogreview.com/issues/the- evening-of-life/articles/off-label-scripts
The American Scholar: The Last Bursts of Memory by James VanOosting (posted on Bboard)
White Men in 3D by James VanOosting (posted on Bboard)
Guest speaker: Dr. James VanOosting
5/3  
Conference presentations

Final paper due
5/10 

Final exam 5-7 pm (conference presentations)

Class Debrief
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