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• the rhetoric of hysteria
• the histrionics of spatial politics
• the Gravitas of Gallows humor
• hypocrisy & the hippocratic corpus
• Mass hysteria & Mob Mentality
• the evolution of the comic spirit
• comedy as cultural critique
• interrogating Mental illness
• laughter & the neurotic
• humor as Mediation

• subversive stand-up 
• Queer Bodies & the Wandering Womb
• (ir)rationality 
• idiosyncratic isolation
• Body dysmorphia & the unattainable
• comedic intersections of class, race, & Gender
• ftM/Mtf transitions: the politics of “passing”
• female desire & the pathology of patriarchy
• pedagogical practices & emotional excess

from its historical origins as a medical malady peculiar to women to its modern idiomatic connections 
to the comic, “hysteria” is an unquestionably loaded term. As such, it was with a desire to solicit submis-
sions covering a diverse range of intellectual inquiry that california state university, long Beach selected 
hysteria as the theme for its Annual Graduate student conference, re/inventions 2013. now in its second 
year, this forum is organized by students for students with the goal of increasing interest, exposure, and 
participation in post-baccalaureate academic pursuits by providing students with an opportunity to share 
their current work and unique research. designed with graduate students and advanced undergradu-
ates in mind, the csulB Graduate student english conference promotes interdisciplinary collaboration 
and engagement among fellow csus, the university of california, and neighboring private colleges while 
opening up the dialogue to include participants from outside the state.

this interdisciplinary conference encourages abstracts that explore the theme of hysteria from a wide 
range of fields and disciplines. While this forum is intended for the presentation of scholarly articles, cre-
ative submissions including creative writing, spoken word, performance pieces, and art installations will 
also be considered. topics may include but certainly are not limited to:
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presentations should run approximately 10 to 12 minutes. please submit abstracts of 250-300 words along 
with a current cv by email to egsa.csulb@gmail.com. please note any A/v needs you may have at that 
time.
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