HISTORY 416/516
CENTRAL ASIA and AFGHANISTAN, from THE MONGOL ERA to WWI
Course Syllabus, Fall 2008
Professor ALI  F. IĞMEN, CSULB

Monday and Wednesday 9:30-10:45 a.m. 

LA1-309
Office: FO2-116, Phone: 562-985-8765, Email: aigmen@csulb.edu
Office hours: Mon 4:00-5:00 p.m. and Wed 8:00-9:00 a.m. or by appointment
CONTENT AND OBJECTIVES:

This course is an introduction to the history of the spread of Islam, Mongol invasions, Russian and European colonial domination, and reform and revolution in Central Asia and Afghanistan.  The main objective of this survey is to familiarize you with the history of the rich ethnic and religious communities in the region.  The chronological emphasis begins with the emergence of Turkic and Mongol tribes, which lead to Chingiz Khan’s campaigns during the thirteenth century, and concludes with the end of the imperial and colonial era of the early twentieth century.  The survey examines the history of change and continuity in the Persian, Pashtun and Turkic-speaking lands.  The reform attempts among the Muslim peoples of the Russian Empire and Afghanistan revealed a dynamic process.  The Russian Empire and its Muslim subjects together initiated change and evolution.  This course will address the debates and struggles between the empire and its subjects. 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES:


Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:
1. Evaluate the social, intellectual, political, and economic history of the  region,

2. Demonstrate a better understanding of the significance of Islam to the region,

3. Assess the complexity of the region in terms of gender, ethnicity, and religion,

4. Develop the skill to place Central Asia and Afghanistan in world context,

5. Acquire further interest in the history of the Central Asia and Afghanistan,

6. Utilize primary and secondary sources in order to help gain a better grasp of the region and period,

7. Learn to produce original materials, demonstrating scholarly oral and written skills,

8. Gain the skills to use conceptual methods such as periodization and interpretation
9. Think critically about the readings, lectures and peer comments,

10. Improve oral and written communication skills with peers and professors. 
All of these outcomes will be assessed by two exams, weekly class discussions, a primary source review, a final essay and oral presentations.  See the specific assignments below. 

DEPARTMENTAL CORE COURSE AND PORTFOLIO REQUREMENTS
The History Department now requires majors to move through a sequence of courses that begins with History 301, is followed by History 302, and culminates in a senior seminar (History 499) that matches one of the areas of concentration they have chosen for the major. History 499 must be taken in the student's last semester of work or after 18 units of upper-division work in the major. Those 18 units must include at least 6 units, that is, two courses, in the concentration of the History 499 being taken. Students in History 499 are required to assemble a portfolio that contains their work in their upper-division history courses. This portfolio is designed to enable students to show development in the major and mastery of key analytical, mechanical, and presentation skills. As part of this process, history majors (or prospective history majors) should save all work from upper-division history courses for eventual inclusion in this portfolio. For portfolio guidelines, see www.csulb.edu/history. For questions and/or advising about the portfolio, contact Dr. Sharlene Sayegh, ssayeghc@csulb.edu. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SYLLABUS
Enrollment in this course implies acceptance of all rules, policies and requirements of this class.  The syllabus serves as your contract for the course.  I reserve the right to make small changes to this syllabus in accordance with the specifics of the class dynamic.  

ORGANIZATION AND REQUIREMENTS

I will expect you to complete all the assigned readings for the day, before you come to class.  You should be prepared to discuss the readings and participate in all the class discussions. All the written assignments are due at the beginning of class.  I will deduct points for late papers.  To pass the class, you will complete all the assignments.  Failure to complete any of these components means that you will fail the course.

INCOMPLETE
Taking an incomplete is strongly discouraged and rarely granted.  I will give incompletes only if there is a case of documented family or medical emergency. (See below).  In those cases, University policy states that at least 2/3 of course assignments must have been completed for an incomplete to be granted.  For incompletes, you must make arrangements with me in advance.  

MAKE-UP POLICY  
You must contact me if a conflict arises that will prevent you from attending class.  You may make up a missed exam or assignment only if you have an excused absence and approval from me. 

TARDINESS

Consistent tardiness will not be acceptable and will result in a grade deduction.  You need to let me know ahead of time if you are going to be late.  If you are late to class beyond 20 minutes of class time, I will consider you absent for the day.
POLICY ON ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES

Attendance is required.  Missing more than five lectures will have a negative effect on your grade.  I am not obligated to consider other absences accept the following excused absences: including illness or injury to the student; death, injury, or serious illness of an immediate family member or the like; religious reasons (California Education Code section 89320); jury duty or government obligation; university sanctioned or approved activities (examples include: artistic performances, forensics presentations, participation in research conferences, intercollegiate athletic activities, student government, required class field trips.)  If in doubt, please read the CSULB attendance policy: http://www.csulb.edu/~senate/Policies/01-01.html.  Please contact me immediately if you need to be absent.  If I do not hear from you, I will consider your absence unexcused.
CLASSRROOM ETIQUETTE

I will not allow reading of extraneous materials, listening to headsets, private conversations between students and talking on cell phones.  PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS!

LAPTOP USE

You may use your laptops ONLY to take notes.

EMAIL COMMUNICATION

Make sure you have your csulb.edu email directed toward your preferred email address in order to receive class news. It is your responsibility to make the appropriate change.
ACCOMODATION

It is the student’s responsibility to notify me in advance of the need for accommodation of a disability.

POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism is presenting the work, ideas, or words of another person, including one of your peers, or a web site as one’s own.  It is your responsibility to read the section on cheating and plagiarism in the CSULB catalog.  I am obligated to follow these strict rules.  Please talk to me if you have any questions about giving proper credit to other people’s work and academic integrity.  A single instance of cheating and plagiarism will result, at the very least, in a failing grade for that assignment. Depending on the severity of the case, other consequences may include a failing grade for the class, regardless of performance on other assignments, and further disciplinary actions, including suspension and expulsion, based on University policy as summarized in the Schedule of Classes. (Graduate students will be held to an even higher standard. A single act of cheating or plagiarism will result in a failing grade in the course, regardless of other graded course assignments.) While all written work must be exclusively your work, you may study and prepare together. (In the interest of academic integrity, I must give Professors Eric Altice and Houri Berberian credit for this syllabus, whose syllabi I used as models.)

WITHDRAWAL POLICY

It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from classes.  Instructors have no obligation to withdraw students who so not attend courses, and may choose not to do so.  Withdrawal from a course after the first two weeks of instruction requires the signature of the instructor and department chair, and is permissible only for serious and compelling reasons. During the final three weeks of instruction, withdrawals are not permitted except in cases such as accident or serious illness where the circumstances causing the withdrawal are clearly beyond the student’s control and the assignment of an incomplete is not practical. Ordinarily, withdrawals in the category involve total withdrawal from the university.  (However, drops at this time are not generally approved except in cases of accident or serious illness.)

GRADING
A = 93-100 A-= 90-92

B+= 87-89, B = 83-86, B-= 80-82

C+= 77-79, C = 73-76, C-= 70-72

D = 60-69

F = 0-59

STUDENT SERVICES
If you need help with written assignments or require guidance on note-taking and critical reading, please take advantage of the Writer's Resource Lab (LAB-312; 985-4329) or the Learning Assistance Center (Library East 12; 985-5350).

REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS
Guidelines for all assignments must be retrieved from Beach Board. 

You must consult and follow guidelines/instructions for all assignments. Failure to do so will be reflected in your grade.
For guidelines, see www.csulb.edu/history.
A. Class Participation:  I will expect you to participate in class discussion.  I will call on you.  Simply attending class without participation will be insufficient and will be reflected in grades.  If you are too shy to participate, you need to talk to me so that we can make other arrangements, such as written responses to readings, to make up for this portion of the grade.  For the most part, the themes of this course are current and controversial.  There is a great potential of passionate discussion.  I will expect you to respond and refer to the topic at hand rather than the individual.  In other words, please challenge your peers’ view points instead of questioning their personal motives.  Please voice your agreements and disagreements respectfully. According to Mohandas Gandhi “when restraint and courtesy are added to strength, the latter becomes irresistible.”
B. Written Discussion Questions and Leading a Discussion:  I will expect everyone to turn in a paragraph or two summarizing of one of the readings for the week on Wednesdays.  I will collect them at the end of the class.

C. Exams: Midterm Exam and Final Exam. Both exams will have three sections: 

1. Blank map (10 points)

2. Three identifications (10 points each)

3. Essay (60 points)

I will provide a study guide and a review session a week ahead of the exams.

D. Writing Assignments:  All written assignments, other than the research proposal and annotated bibliography, must be submitted in hard copy and electronically through Beachboard to Turnitin to ensure the authenticity of the presented written work. I will not grade assignments that have not been submitted to Turnitin on the same day that the hard copy is due.

1. Primary source analysis: Guidelines are on Beach Board.  4-5 pages.
2. Research Paper and the Oral Presentation of the Paper: You must complete a major research paper (approximately 8 to 10 pages (10-15 pages for the graduate students) with double spaced paragraphs and one-inch margins).  These papers may be either historiographical or primary-source research.  The essay should demonstrate your own views on the specific topic at hand.  I must approve your topic.  You are required to make use of primary and secondary sources to construct a coherent argument and to substantiate it with evidence.  The paper must be well-structured and well-written. It must have footnotes and bibliography appropriate to the discipline of history. It must exhibit the ability to integrate material from the lectures, readings and class discussions.  For research guides, citing internet sources, document links, see www.csulb.edu/library/subject/worldhist.html.  
Note that you will present your papers during the last three weeks of the semester.  Everyone will have 15 minutes of presentation time.
3. Graduate students will need to acquire and demonstrate greater depth of knowledge by producing more analytical theoretical and assignments: additional book review, historiographical essay, and a longer research paper, which includes an annotated bibliography, multiple drafts and a theory/historiography section.
GRADING PERCENTAGES:

Class Participation

10% 

Primary Source Analysis
10%

Midterm Exam

25%

Final Exam


25%

Research Paper

25%

Oral Presentation

5%

REQUIRED READING
You should acquire the texts listed below, either through the University Bookstore or other means online.
· THE SYLLABUS
· Christian, David. A History of Russia, Central Asia and Mongolia: Inner Eurasia from Prehistory to the Mongol Empire.  Blackwell Publishing, 1998
· Morgan, David. The Mongols, Blackwell Publishing, 2007
· Findley, Carter V. The Turks in World History, Oxford University Press, 2004

Other required readings are available through JSTOR an internet link for scholarly articles.  This is how you access the articles: 

1. Go to the CSULB University Library page,

2. Under “Research Support” click on “databases by topic,”

3. Click on “History,”

4. Click on “JSTOR,”

5. Login by entering your campus ID Number and your library password,

6. Once you are in JSTOR, you are on your own (show your research skills).

It is your responsibility to access these readings ahead of time, print them out, and have them read and prepared in time for class. 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Week 1: (September 3) Peoples of Central Asia and Afghanistan
Week 2: (September 8 and 10) Introduction to Central and/or Inner Asia 
· Reading: 
1. Christian: introduction, and chapters 1-5, pp. xv-120
Week 3: (September 15 and 17) The Scythians and the other peoples of Central Asia
· Reading: 
1. Christian: chapters 6-8, pp. 121-209
Week 4: (September 22 and 24 – no class on Wednesday) The Turkic Peoples
· Reading:
1. Christian: chapters 9-10, pp. 209-277
2. Findley: introduction and chapter 1, pp. 3-56

Week 5: (September 29 and October 1) Pre-Islamic Turkic Era
· Reading:
1. Christian: chapter 11-12, pp. 277-326
2. Morgan: introduction and chapter 1-2, pp. 1-49
3. Klimkeit, Hans-J. “Christians, Buddhists and Manichaeans in Medieval Central Asia” in Buddhist-Christian Studies, Vol. 1, (1981), pp. 46-50
Week 6: (October 6 and 8) Islamic Civilization and Mongols in Central Asia
· Reading:
1. Christian: chapters 13-14, pp. 327-383
2. Findley: chapter 2, pp. 56-93
3. Fletcher, Joseph. “The Mongols: Ecological and Social Perspectives” in Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, Vol. 46, No. 1 (Jun., 1986), pp. 11-50
Week 7: (October 13 and 15) The Rus and the Seljuks
· Reading:
1. Christian: chapters 15-16, pp. 383-430
2. Morgan: chapters 3-4, pp. 49-99 
Week 8: (October 20 and 22) Chingiz Khan and his Empire 
· Reading:
1. Morgan: chapters 5-7, pp. 99-174
2. Khazanov, Anatoly M. “Muhammad and Jenghiz Khan Compared: The Religious Factor in World Empire Building” in Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 35, No. 3, (Jul., 1993), pp. 461-479 
3. Yao, Tao-Chung. “Ch'iu Ch'u-chi and Chinggis Khan” in Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, Vol. 46, No. 1 (Jun., 1986), pp. 201-219
[image: image1.png]



President George W. Bush shakes hands with Chingiz Khan (a Mongolian cultural performer.) Photo: Reuters.  See article: “Bush praises Mongolian hordes for revisiting Iraq” by Hamish McDonald, The Sydney Morning Herald Correspondent in Beijing and agencies, November 22, 2005, www.smh.com.au
MIDTERM EXAM (Wednesday, October 22)

Week 9: (October 27 and 29) Religion in Central Asia
· Reading:
1. Findley: chapter 3, pp. 93-133
2. McChesney, R. D. “The Amirs of Muslim Central Asia in the XVIIth Century” in Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orient, Vol. 26, No. 1, (1983), pp. 33-70
3. Zenkovsky, Serge A. “Kulturkampf in Pre-Revolutionary Central Asia” in American Slavic and East European Review, Vol. 14, No. 1, (Feb., 1955), pp. 15-41

4. Biran, Michal. “The Chaghadaids and Islam: The Conversion of Tarmashirin Khan (1331-34)” in Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 122, No. 4 (Oct. - Dec., 2002), pp. 742-752

Week 10: (November 3 and 5) Central Asian Leadership
· Reading:
1. Slezkine, Yuri. “Naturalists Versus Nations: Eighteenth-Century Russian Scholars Confront Ethnic Diversity” in Representations, No. 47, Special Issue: National Cultures before Nationalism, (Summer, 1994), pp. 170-195
2. Brower, Daniel. “Imperial Russia and Its Orient: The Renown of Nikolai Przhevalsky” in Russian Review, Vol. 53, No. 3. (Jul., 1994), pp. 367-381

3. MacKenzie, David. “Kaufman of Turkestan: An Assessment of His Administration 1867-1881” in Slavic Review, Vol. 26, No. 2, (Jun., 1967), pp. 265-285
4. Atkin, Muriel. “The Pragmatic Diplomacy of Paul I: Russia’s Relations with Asia, 1796-1801” in Slavic Review, Vol. 38, No. 1, (Mar., 1979), pp. 60-74
5. Schonle, Andreas. “Garden of the Empire: Catherine’s Appropriation of the Crimea” in Slavic Review, Vol. 60, No. 1, (Spring 2001), pp. 1-23

Week 11: (November 10 and 12) Russians and Central Asians
· Reading:
1. Vambery, Arminius “The Turcomans Between the Caspian and Merv” in The Journal of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol. 9, (1880), pp. 337-344
2. Sahni, Kalpana. “Oriental Phantoms: F. Dostoevsky's Views on the East” in Social Scientist, Vol. 14, No. 7, (Jul., 1986), pp. 36-45

3. Khodarkovsky, Michael. “’Not by Word Alone’: Missionary Policies and Religious Conversion in Early Modern Russia” in Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 38, No. 2, (Apr., 1996), pp. 267-293
4. Halperin, Charles J. “Russia in The Mongol Empire in Comparative Perspective” in Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, Vol. 43, No. 1 (Jun., 1983), pp. 239-261
Week 12: (November 17 and 19) Russia’s Orient?
· Reading: 
1. Morgan: chapters 8-9, pp. 174-207

2. Subtelny, Maria Eva. “A Timurid Educational and Charitable Foundation: The Ikhlāsiyya Complex of Alī Shīr Navā’ī in 15th-Century Herat and Its Endowment” in Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 111, No. 1 (Jan. - Mar., 1991), pp. 38-61

3. Dalalian, Tork. “The Earliest Attestation of the Toponym Afghanistan and the Legend of the Origin of the Afghans” in Iran & the Caucasus, Vol. 3, (1999 - 2000), pp. 153-156
4. Bacon, Elizabeth E. “The Inquiry into the History of the Hazara Mongols of Afghanistan” in Southwestern Journal of Anthropology, Vol. 7, No. 3 (Autumn, 1951), pp. 230-247

5. Thesiger, Wilfred. “The Hazaras of Central Afghanistan” in The Geographical Journal, Vol. 121, No. 3 (Sep., 1955), pp. 312-319
Week 13: (November 24 and 26 --no class on Wednesday), Afghanistan
· Reading:
1. Findley: chapter 4, pp. 133-175
2. Yapp, M.E. “’That Great Mass of Unmixed Mahomedanism': Reflections on the Historical Links between the Middle East and Asia” in British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 19, No. 1 (1992), pp. 3-15
3. DeWeese, Devin.  “The Politics of Sacred Lineages in 19th-Century Central Asia: Descent Groups Linked to Khwaja Ahmad Yasavi in Shrine Documents and Genealogical Charters” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 31, No. 4, (Nov., 1999), pp. 507-530

4. Zenkovsky, Serge A. “A Century of Tatar Revival” in American Slavic and East European Review, Vol. 12, No. 3, (Oct., 1953), pp. 303-318
Week 14: (December 1 and 3) Nomads and Sedentary Peoples   
· Reading:
1. Rosman, Abraham and Paula G. Rubel. “Nomad-Sedentary Interethnic Relations in Iran and Afghanistan” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 7, No. 4 (Oct., 1976), pp. 545-570
2. Magnus, Ralph H. and Eden Naby. “Afghanistan and Central Asia: Mirrors and Models” in Asian Survey, Vol. 35, No. 7 (Jul., 1995), pp. 605-620
3. Manz, Beatrice Forbes. “Central Asian Uprisings in the Nineteenth Century: Ferghana under the Russians” in Russian Review, Vol. 46, No. 3, (Jul., 1987), pp. 267-281

Week 15: (December 8 and 10) Afghans and the Great Game
· Reading:
1. Ghani, Ashraf. “Disputes in a Court of Sharia, Kunar Valley, Afghanistan, 1885-1890” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 15, No. 3 (Aug., 1983), pp. 353-367

2. Nawid, Senzil. “The State, the Clergy, and British Imperial Policy in Afghanistan during the 19th and Early 20th Centuries” in International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 29, No. 4 (Nov., 1997), pp. 581-605
3. Tapper, Nancy. “The Advent of Pashtūn "Māldārs" in North-Western Afghanistan” in Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, Vol. 36, No. 1 (1973), pp. 55-79
4. Centlivres, Micheline, Pierre Centlivres and Mark Slobin. “A Muslim Shaman of Afghan Turkestan” in Ethnology, Vol. 10, No. 2 (Apr., 1971), pp. 160-173

Optional reading: Findley: chapter 5 and conclusion, pp. 175-240 

Week 16: (December 15 and 17) Exam Week
FINAL EXAM (Friday, December 19)

DUE DATES
September 22*: By or on this date meet with me during my office hours to discuss possible research paper topics 
October 8*: Research paper topics are due in class (one or two paragraphs) 

October 22: Midterm Exam 
November 5: Primary source analysis
November 12*: Research paper proposal and bibliography (annotated for graduate students)
December 1*: Paper Draft
December 15: Research Paper
December 19, Friday: Final Exam, 8-10 am.
*Please note that I will not accept a final paper unless all of these requirements have been met in a timely manner.
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