HISTORY 431/531: MIDDLE EAST, 600-1700
Professor ALI  F. IĞMEN, CSULB
Fall Semester: T&Th, 11:00-12:15 in LA1-309
Office: FO2-116, Phone: 562-985-8765, Email: aigmen@csulb.edu
Office hours: T 8:30-10:30 and Th 3:30-4:30, or by appointment
This course surveys the history of the Middle East (Southwest Asia) from 600-1700: from the rise of Islam to the eighteenth century, with an emphasis on the background and circumstances of the emergence of Islam; the creation and development of the Islamic Empire; the rise of dynastic successor states and “gunpowder” empires; European encroachment; and, integration of the Middle East into the emerging world system. The course will focus on cultural, intellectual, social, economic, and political development and will situate the history of the region within its global context.

For helpful and interesting web sites, see below. Some have full text online primary sources for research papers. This, of course, is by no means an exhaustive list. 

· http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook1d.html
· http://www.library.cornell.edu/colldev/mideast/histmedv.htm
· http://www.uga.edu/islam/
· http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/islam/bibliography.html
· http://www.princeton.edu/~humcomp/alkhaz.html
· http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/mideast/mamluk/
· www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/mideast/cuvlm 

· www.library.cornell.edu/colldev/mideast/histmedv.htm
· http://www.nitle.org/arabworld 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT CORE COURSE REQUREMENTS AND ASSEMBLING PORTFOLIOS 

The History Department now requires majors to move through a sequence of courses that begins with History 301, is followed by History 302, and culminates in a senior seminar (History 499) that matches one of the areas of concentration they have chosen for the major. History 499 must be taken in the student's last semester of work or after 18 units of upper-division work in the major. Those 18 units must include at least 6 units, that is, two courses, in the concentration of the History 499 being taken. Students in History 499 are required to assemble a portfolio that contains their work in their upper-division history courses. This portfolio is designed to enable students to show development in the major and mastery of key analytical, mechanical, and presentation skills. As part of this process, history majors (or prospective history majors) should save all work from upper-division history courses for eventual inclusion in this portfolio. For portfolio guidelines, see www.csulb.edu/history. For questions and/or advising about the portfolio, contact Dr. Sharlene Sayegh, ssayeghc@csulb.edu. 

This course meets one of the core requirements of the Middle Eastern Studies Minor and the Middle East/Africa area of concentration in the History major. (Please see me if you are interested in pursuing the minor.)

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

A. have an overview of the social, intellectual, political, and economic history of the  region
B. have a better understanding of the significance of Islam to the region
C. have a broader understanding of the complexity of the region in terms of gender, ethnicity, and religion
D. think broadly, placing the Middle East in world context
E. further interest in the history of the Middle East
F. deal with primary sources in order to help gain a better grasp of the region and period as well as have the opportunity to use primary sources in writing historical essays
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SYLLABUS
Enrollment in this course implies acceptance of all rules, policies and requirements of this class.  The syllabus serves as your contract for the course.  I reserve the right to make small changes to this syllabus in accordance with the specifics of the class dynamic.  

ORGANIZATION AND REQUIREMENTS
I will expect you to complete all the assigned readings for the day, before you come to class.  You should be prepared to discuss the readings and participate in all the class discussions.  All the written assignments are due at the beginning of class.  I will deduct points for late papers.  To pass the class, you will complete all the assignments.  Failure to complete any of these components means that you will fail the course.
INCOMPLETE
Taking an incomplete is strongly discouraged and rarely granted. .  I will give incompletes only if there is a case of documented family or medical emergency. (See below).  In those cases, University policy states that at least 2/3 of course assignments must have been completed for an incomplete to be granted.  For incompletes, you must make arrangements with me in advance.  

MAKE-UP POLICY  
You must contact me if a conflict arises that will prevent you from attending class.  You may make up a missed exam or assignment only if you have an excused absence and approval from me. 

POLICY ON ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES
Attendance is required.  Missing more than five lectures will have a negative effect on your grade.  I am not obligated to consider other absences accept the following excused absences: including illness or injury to the student; death, injury, or serious illness of an immediate family member or the like; religious reasons (California Education Code section 89320); jury duty or government obligation; university sanctioned or approved activities (examples include: artistic performances, forensics presentations, participation in research conferences, intercollegiate athletic activities, student government, required class field trips.)  If in doubt, please read the CSULB attendance policy: http://www.csulb.edu/~senate/Policies/01-01.html.  Please contact me immediately if you need to be absent.  If I do not hear from you, I will consider your absence unexcused.
TARDINESS

Consistent tardiness will not be acceptable and will result in a grade deduction.  You need to let me know ahead of time if you are going to be late.  If you are late to class beyond 20 minutes of seminar time, I will consider you absent for the day.
CLASSRROOM ETIQUETTE

I will not allow reading of extraneous materials, listening to headsets, private conversations between students and talking on cell phones.  PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS!

LAPTOP USE

You may use your laptops ONLY to take notes.
EMAIL COMMUNICATION

Make sure you have your csulb.edu email directed toward your preferred email address in order to receive class news. It is your responsibility to make the appropriate change.
ACCOMODATION
It is the student’s responsibility to notify me in advance of the need for accommodation of a disability.
POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism is presenting the work, ideas, or words of another person, including one of your peers, or a web site as one’s own.  It is your responsibility to read the section on cheating and plagiarism in the CSULB catalog.  I am obligated to follow these strict rules.  Please talk to me if you have any questions about giving proper credit to other people’s work and academic integrity.  A single instance of cheating and plagiarism will result, at the very least, in a failing grade for that assignment. Depending on the severity of the case, other consequences may include a failing grade for the class, regardless of performance on other assignments, and further disciplinary actions, including suspension and expulsion, based on University policy as summarized in the Schedule of Classes. (Graduate students will be held to an even higher standard. A single act of cheating or plagiarism will result in a failing grade in the course, regardless of other graded course assignments.) While all written work must be exclusively your work, you may study and prepare together. (In the interest of academic integrity, I must give Professor Houri Berberian credit for this syllabus, whose syllabus I used as a model.)

WITHDRAWAL POLICY
It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from classes.  Instructors have no obligation to withdraw students who so not attend courses, and may choose not to do so.  Withdrawal from a course after the first two weeks of instruction requires the signature of the instructor and department chair, and is permissible only for serious and compelling reasons. During the final three weeks of instruction, withdrawals are not permitted except in cases such as accident or serious illness where the circumstances causing the withdrawal are clearly beyond the student’s control and the assignment of an incomplete is not practical. Ordinarily, withdrawals in the category involve total withdrawal from the university.  (However, drops at this time are not generally approved except in cases of accident or serious illness.)
GRADING
A = 93-100 A-= 90-92
B+= 87-89, B = 83-86, B-= 80-82
C+= 77-79, C = 73-76, C-= 70-72

D = 60-69
F = 0-59
STUDENT SERVICES
If you need help with written assignments or require guidance on note-taking and critical reading, please take advantage of the Writer's Resource Lab (LAB-312; 985-4329) or the Learning Assistance Center (Library East 12; 985-5350).

REQUIRED READING

You should acquire the texts listed below, either through the University Bookstore or other means online. Other required readings are available through eReserve (reserves.library.csulb.edu) or are available through an internet link; your class password is mideast. It is your responsibility to access these readings ahead of time, print them out, and have them read and prepared in time for class. 

· SYLLABUS

· EGGER, Vernon O. A History of the Muslim World to 1405: The Making of a Civilization (2003) 
· MAALOUF, Amin The Crusades through Arab Eyes (1984)
· KAFADAR, Cemal Between Two Worlds: The Construction of the Ottoman State (1995)
· Grammar and Style Manual [available at History Department, F02-106] - I will be using this to mark your papers and keep tabs on your improvement in grammar and style. In other words, you must consult it when writing.
REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS
Guidelines for all assignments must be retrieved from eReserve. 
Course page password: mideast 
You must consult and follow guidelines/instructions for all assignments. Failure to do so will be reflected in your grade. No excuses! Please note that all of the assignments in this course satisfy the criteria for the 499 Senior Seminar Portfolios. 
For guidelines, see www.csulb.edu/history
A. Class Participation:  I will expect you to participate in class discussion.  I will call on you.  Simply attending class without participation will be insufficient and will be reflected in grades.  If you are too shy to participate, you need to talk to me so that we can make other arrangements, such as written responses to readings, to make up for this portion of the grade.  For the most part, the themes of this course are current and controversial.  There is a great potential of passionate discussion.  I will expect you to respond and refer to the topic at hand rather than the individual.  In other words, please challenge your peers’ view points instead of questioning their personal motives.  Please voice your agreements and disagreements respectfully. According to Mohandas Gandhi “when restraint and courtesy are added to strength, the latter becomes irresistible.”
B. Final Paper Presentations:  You will present your paper topics during the last two weeks.  I will circulate a sign-up sheet during week 13.  The presentations should not be any longer than 15 minutes.  They should introduce the topic and present the questions and conclusions of the essay.  A good performance will enhance your participation grade.
C. Written Discussion Questions and Leading a Discussion:  I will expect everyone to turn in two discussion questions or topics from the readings every Thursday.  I will collect them at the beginning of the class and randomly ask a student to lead the discussion.
D. Writing Assignments:  All written assignments, other than the research proposal and annotated bibliography, must be submitted in hard copy and electronically through Beachboard to Turnitin to ensure the authenticity of the presented written work. I will not grade assignments that have not been submitted to Turnitin on the same day that the hard copy is due. 
1. Essay on the Crusades using Maalouf, Egger, Hillenbrand and other sources. Guidelines are on eReserve.  5-7 pages.

2. Primary source analysis on one of a possible three choices (Ibn Khaldun, Nizam al-Mulk or Obeyd-e Zakani). Guidelines are on eReserve.  3-4 pages.
3. Final research paper will be a 10-12 page essay with double spaced paragraphs and one-inch margins.  (Graduate students: 15-20 pages.)  The essay should demonstrate your own views on the specific topic at hand.  I must approve your topic, which will concern an event from the period between 1100 and 1700.  You are required to make use of primary and secondary sources to construct a coherent argument and to substantiate it with evidence.  The paper must be well-structured and well-written. It must have footnotes and bibliography appropriate to the discipline of history. It must exhibit the ability to integrate material from the lectures, readings and class discussions.  For research guides, citing internet sources, document links, see www.csulb.edu/library/subject/worldhist.html.  
(All three of these writing assignments meet the criteria for Portfolio guideline B2.)
E. Midterm Exam:  Take-home essay exam on October 25 based on readings, lectures, and discussions. You must make specific references to appropriate primary and secondary sources. The exam questions will ask you to think analytically about significant issues brought up in the course, to synthesize the readings/material/evidence, and to present it all in a coherent, well-supported, and well-written manner, with a cogent analysis. Guidelines will be provided. Due 9th week. Meets criteria for Portfolio guideline B2.
F. Extra Credit:  For extra credit of 3 to 5 points, you may write a 3-page essay comparing Maalouf’s book to the film, Kingdom of Heaven. How does the Maalouf source compare to the representation of the Crusades in the film Kingdom of Heaven? On what issues do both the book and film agree? On what points do they disagree? Do you think the film was an accurate representation of this episode of history? Why or why not? Does the film’s twenty-first-century agenda take away from its value as a representation of the past? Discuss Maalouf Agenda in the same manner. 

FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS ONLY:
Needless to say, graduate students are expected to perform at a higher level. In addition to a longer research paper and the other assignments, they are expected to write a book review. Guidelines are provided on eReserve. 

GRADING PERCENTAGES:

Primary Source Analysis
10%

Class Participation

15% 
Maalouf Essay

20%

Midterm Exam

25%

Final Essay


30%
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
WEEK 1: September 4 & 6
Topic: Introductions

Reading: 
1. Maalouf, prologue, parts one and two; xiii-107 (pay special attention to the prologue, part one and the pages 82-96 of the part two)
2. Egger, “Origins,” and “Arab Imperialism,” 1-62

WEEK 2: September 11 & 13
Topic: Origins of Islam in Arabia and the Prophet Muhammad
Film: Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet.  
Reading:  
1. Egger, “The Development of Sectarianism,” 62-85

2. John Esposito, Islam: the Straight Path, chapter 1 (Muhammad and the Quran)
3. Ibn Ishaq, Selections from the Life of Muhammad http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/muhammadi-sira.html
4. Quran: three translations side by side: http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/quran/ 
[Read the following and others of your choosing: (1) The Opening, (2) The Cow; (23) The Believers; (56) The Event, The Inevitable; (96) The Clot; (109) The Disbelievers]
Hadith: http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/fundamentals/hadithsunnah/bukhari/ 

[Read following sections and others of your choosing: Revelation, Belief, Obligatory Charity Tax (Zakat), Prophets, Oneness and Uniqueness of Allah (Tawheed)]

WEEK 3: September 18 & 20

Topic: Arab Conquests and Caliphate; Formation of Empire and Society
Reading: 

1. Egger, “The Center Cannot Hold: Three Caliphates,” 85-114

2. Hodgson, “The Role of Islam in World History”

3. Maalouf, parts three and four; 107-201 (focus on pages 176-201)
WEEK 4: September 25 & 27

Topic: The End and the Aftermath of the Abbasids, and the Crusades
Reading: 

1. Egger, “Synthesis and Creativity,” 114-139
2. Carole Hillenbrand, The Crusades: Islamic Perspectives; 257-63, 273-96

3. Ibn Munqidh: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/usamah2.html
4. A Christian/Muslim debate of the 12th Century:
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/christ-muslim-debate.html
5. Maalouf, parts five and six, and the epilogue, 201-267 (focus on pages 201-217)
WEEK 5: October 2 & 4
Topic: Religious and Imperial Elites
Reading: 

1. Egger, “Filling the Vacuum of Power,” and “Barbarians at the Gates,” 139-199
2. Biography and poetry by Rabia al-Adawiyya al-Qaysiyya (Rabia al-Basri), 


http://www.poetseers.org/spiritual_and_devotional_poets/sufi/rabia & 


http://www.poetseers.org/spiritual_and_devotional_poets/sufi/rabia_poems/
Assignment: Essay on the Crusades
Individual meetings regarding research paper topics. Prepare to discuss your research topic, issues you are interested in exploring, possible sources, and reasons for choosing topic. Please check on the availability of sources before meeting. Come prepared so that I can assist you.

WEEK 6: October 9 & 11

Topic: Islamic Society: Ideals and Ethics
Reading: 

1. Egger, “The Consolidation of Traditions,” 199-229
2. Ibn Khaldun’s Muqadimmah, excerpts
3. Shi’i and Sunni views on political legitimacy
4. Ibn Rushd: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1190averroes.html
5. Rumi: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1250rumi-masnavi.html
6. Islamic Culture and the Medical Arts


http://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/islamic_medical/islamic_00.html
Assignment: 
1. Essay on Ibn Khaldun (October 9)

2. Paper topics (October 11)

WEEK 7: October 16 & 18
Topic: Women and Islam
Reading: 
1. Leila Ahmed, “Early Islam and the Position of Women”
2. Leila Ahmed, “Medieval Islam”

3. Al-Ghazali’s views on sexuality (Islamic views on sexuality by Ruth Roded, ed.)
4. Story from 1001: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/1001.html 
WEEK 8: October 23 & 25
Topic: Food: Bridging Worlds
Reading: 
1. Egger, “The Muslim Commonwealth,” 229-257
2. Nizam al-Mulk, The Book of Government [Siyasat-nameh], excerpts
Assignment: 
1. Essay on Nizam al-Mulk (October 23)
2. Take-home Exam (October 25) No class meeting that day
WEEK 9: October 30 & November 1
Topic: Turkish Ascendancy
Reading:

1. Kafadar, Introduction and chapter 1, 1-60
2. Obeyd-e Zakani, The Ethics of the Aristocrats, excerpts
Assignment: 
1. Essay on Obeyd-e Zakani (November 1)
WEEK 10: November 6 & 8
Topic: The Mongols and Timurids
Reading:

1. Egger, “Mongol Hegemony,” 257-290
2. Ibn al-Athir on Mongols in Iran: 



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1220al-Athir-mongols.html
Assignment: 
1. Paper Proposal and Annotated Bibliography (November 1)
WEEK 11: November 13 & 15
Topic: The Ottoman Empire
Reading:

1. Egger, “Unity and Diversity in Islamic Tradition,” 290-319

2. Kafadar, chapter 2, 60-118
3. Leslie Pierce, “Shifting Images of Ottoman Sovereignty” in Imperial Harem, chapter 6; 153-85

Assignment: 
1. Extra Credit paper (November 13)
WEEK 12: November 20 & Thanksgiving 
Topic: The Safavid Empire
Reading:

1. Heinz Halm, sections from Shi`a Islam: From Religion to Revolution, excerpts
2. Roger Savory, “ The Social and Economic Structure of the Safavid State”
3. Kathryn Babayan, “The Safavid Synthesis”
WEEK 13: November 27 & 29 
Topic: Ottoman and Safavid Minorities and Women
Reading:

1. Braude & Lewis, Introduction of Christians and Jews in Ottoman Empire [1-34]

2. Leslie Pierce, “Beyond Harem Walls: Ottoman Royal Women and the Exercise of Power”

3. Maria Szuppe, “The ‘Jewels of Wonder’: Learned Ladies and Princess Politicians in the Province of Early Safavid Iran”

4. Vera Moreen, "The Status of Religious Minorities in Safavid Iran" 

Assignment: 
1. Optional Paper Draft (November 27)
WEEK 14: December 4 & 6 
Topic: The Middle East and Europe 
Reading:

1. Kafadar, chapter 3 and the epilogue, 118-155
Assignment: 
1. Paper Topic Presentations
WEEK 15: December 11 & 13 
Assignment: 
1. Paper Topic Presentations

WEEK 16: December 18 & 20 
Topic: Final Exam Week
Assignment: 
1. Final Paper (December 20)
DUE DATES

October 2: Crusades (5-7 pages) 

October 4*: by or on this date meet with me to discuss paper topics 

October 9: Ibn Khaldun (primary source analysis, 3-4 pages)

October 11*: Final Paper Topic  

October 23: Nizam al-Mulk (primary source analysis, 3-4 pages)

October 25: Midterm Exam (take-home)
November 1: Obeyd-e Zakani (primary source analysis, 3-4 pages)

November 6*: Final Paper Proposal and Annotated Bibliography

November 13: Extra Credit (Maalouf versus the film Kingdom of Heaven, 2-3 pages)
November 27: Final Paper Draft (optional)
December 20: Final Paper: (10-12 pages)

*I will not accept a final paper unless all of these requirements have been met in a timely manner.
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