Word and Object



STUDTIES IN COMMUNICATION

EDITORS
Leo L. Beranek Roman Jakobson William N. Locke

Worp AND OBJECT
By Willard Van Orman Quine

ON HumAN COMMUNICATION: A REVIEW, A SURVEY, AND A CRITICISM
By Colin Cherry

PUBLISHED JOINTLY BY

The Technology Press of The Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., New York and London



Word and Object

v S
R £
SO T e

Willard Van Orman Quine

Edgar Pierce Professor of Philosophy

Harvard University

4 L Ao e . [ 4 t
MUN&%%E 4;5‘. e . . s et
inmta% N ay. bl aviels

P.B. 1163 MNai Dok 1oy 1.6



CopyrigeHT © 1960
BY
THE MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

All Rights Reserved

This book or any part thereof must not
be reproduced in any form withous
the written permission of the publisher.

i
2
) ‘ﬁ\,f"l“’?‘"'{"‘ %
ne o LR e B
y s R N
. . . toe S
.o Ca e d ,".-.A-ﬂ
R
-
' . vy
. Py B . ssoomaand
f e ' S
5 K ¥ ) o asuercc oAb
ehan cees o, St
Lap VI T e oua R
Cowd AL e e STy ERE
by Bkl ubee et
.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 60-g621

PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



To
RUDOLF CARNAP

Teacher and Friend






Wie Schiffer sind wir, die ihr Schiff auf offener See umbauen
miissen, ohne es jemals in einem Dock zerlegen und aus
besten Bestandteilen neu errichten zu kénnen.

—OTTO NEURATH

Ontology recapitulates philology.
—JAMES GRIER MILLER



Preface

Language is a social art. In acquiring it we have to depend en-
tirely on intersubjectively available cues as to what to say and when.
Hence there is no justification for collating linguistic meanings,
unless in terms of men’s dispositions to respond overtly to socially
observable stimulations. An effect of recognizing this limitation is
that the enterprise of translation is found to be involved in a certain
systematic indeterminacy; and this is the main theme of Chapter I

The indeterminacy of translation invests even the question what
objects to construe a term as true of. Studies of the semantics of
reference consequently turn out to make sense only when directed
upon substantially our language, from within. But we do remain
free to reflect, thus parochially, on the development and structure
of our own referential apparatus; and this I do in ensuing chapters.
In so doing one encounters various anomalies and conflicts that are
implicit in this apparatus (Chapter IV), and is moved to adopt
remedies in the spirit of modern logic (Chapters V and VI). Clar-
ity also is perhaps gained on what we do when we impute existence,
and what considerations may best guide such decisions; thus Chap-
ter VIL.

My six Gavin David Young Lectures in Philosophy at the Univer-
sity of Adelaide, June 1959, will have consisted of portions of this
book. Similarly for various of my lectures at the University of
Tokyo in July and August. An abridgment of the last chapter
figured as the Howison Lecture in Philosophy at the University of
California in Berkeley, May 1959, and parts of Chapters II through

X
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VI went to make up five lectures that I gave at Stanford University
in April.

A year earlier I drew on the work in progress for my paper at the
fourth Colloque Philosophique de Royaumont and for my presiden-
tial address to the Eastern Division of the American Philosophical
Association. The year before that, 1956-57, I presented portions of
interim versions of Chapter II as single lectures at four institutions:
Princeton University, the Institute for Advanced Study, Columbia
University, and the University of Pennsylvania. My course in the
philosophy of language, which I have given ten times at Harvard
since VJ-day, has represented ten phases in the development of the
book; and a further intervening phase was represented by courses
that I gave at Oxford as George Eastman Visiting Professor in
1953-54 and by my A. T. Shearman Lectures at University College,
London, in 1954.

Three publications overlap the present text of the book, having
stemmed from the work in progress. Two of them are indicated at
the beginnings of §§ 7 and 19. The third is “Le mythe de la signifi-
cation,” presumed forthcoming in the acts of the Royaumont collo-
quium. Three further recent papers bear mention as having con-
veyed some of the developing notions of the book in other phrasing.
One is “The scope and language of science,” which formed part of
the Columbia Bicentennial program in 1954 and appeared in the
British Journal for the Philosophy of Science in 1957, The others
are “Quantifiers and propositional attitudes,” Journal of Philosophy,
1956, and “Logical truth,” in Hook’s American Philosophers at Work.

The benefits of a Harvard sabbatical, combined with a generous
grant in aid from the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton,
enabled me to devote the year 1956-57 to the book as a member of
that Institute. Similar generosity on the part of the Ford Founda-
tion enabled me to devote the year 1958-59 to the same effort, as a
Fellow of the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences
at Stanford. I gratefully acknowledge all this support. In addition
I have the Rockefeller Foundation to thank for a grant which
provided secretarial help in keeping up the flow of typescript during
years when the secretarial services of the Institute and the Center
were not at my disposal.

Last winter I enjoyed the close collaboration of Donald Davidson,
who studied drafts of the book and gave me the benefit of his able
criticism and his knowledge of the literature. The book has gained
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much from his help, and much also, in its first half, from the wise
scrutiny of my colleague Burton Dreben. At various points in the
book I have been helped also by advice and criticism from many
other friends, including J. L. Austin, C. A. Baylis, L. J. Binkley,
Alonzo Church, J. C. Cooley, Raymond Firth, Nelson Goodman,
Joseph Greenberg, H. P. Grice, C. G. Hempel, Roman Jakobson, J. A.
Jenkins, Georg Kreisel, T. S. Kuhn, C. E. Osgood, Hilary Putnam,
P. F. Strawson, Morton White, Oscar Zariski, and Paul Ziff. I am
grateful further to Jakobson for frequent encouragement and varied
helpfulness in his capacity of editor of this series.

WiLLARD VAN OrMaAN QUINE
Stanford, California
June 3, 1959
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