
 

Want to learn about global workers and labor research? 

Approximately 90 percent of commodities are transported 

across the world’s oceans on massive container ships. The vast 

majority of imported goods entering the United States pass 

through the ports of Southern California. Logistics workers 

across the global supply chain make the global economic system 

possible. Perhaps more than any other region in the world, 

Southern California has been transformed by global capitalism, 

via trade and the logistics industry, impacting workers, wages, 

working conditions, communities, and even the air we breathe. 

Despite Cal State Long Beach being located just a few miles from 

the largest port complex in the country, the workers who move 

the goods are often invisible to both consumers and the general 

public.  

In partnership with the University of Sheffield’s (UK) Centre for 

Decent Work and CSULB’s Global Studies Institute, students  

have the opportunity to hone their knowledge of global labor 

studies and logistics by participating in a series of (virtual) 

international research workshops this Spring 2021 semester. 

This high impact learning opportunity will expose students to the 

importance of transnational labor and workers’ rights by 

providing unique access to research talks by leading 

international labor researchers, scholars, activists, and 

organizers in the field of global labor studies.  

If you are a student interested in learning more about the 

importance of labor research, consider applying to participate in 

this unique collaboration between CSULB’s Global Studies 

Institute and the Centre for Decent Work at the University of 

Sheffield (UK). 

 

  Why study logistics workers? Logistics workers move the goods that we 

purchase online, or at the store. They work in warehouses and ports. 

They drive trucks, work on container ships and trains, and even deliver 

your Amazon Prime package to your doorstep! These workers make 

global capitalism function, yet, they often endure unsafe working 

conditions and exploitation by the world’s most powerful 

corporations. Logistics workers also play a critical role in the growing 

international labor movement and the struggle for dignity and respect 

in the workplace, and the fight for good jobs, fair wages, and worker 

power. 

This international labor program will expose CSULB students to cutting-

edge labor research of leading labor experts and organizers working on 

issues of wage theft, unionization, workplace surveillance, and 

transnational worker organizing.  

In order to participate in this seminar series, students must: (1) have a 

desire learn more about international labor, workers, and logistics; (2) 

commit to completing all readings prior to meetings/seminars (note: 

all books/articles are free!); (3) attend two group meetings with 

Professor Jake Wilson; and (4) attend all four labor and logistics 

seminars at the Centre for Decent Work (March 4; March 18; April 1; 

April 15).  

Prospective students should send Professor Jake Wilson 

(Jake.Wilson@csulb.edu) a 300-word statement of interest answering 

the following questions: (1) a little bit about yourself; (2) why you 

would like to participate in this global research opportunity (3) how 

this opportunity might impact your educational goals, and what 

research skills and/or knowledge do you hope to gain from this 

research experience?  

Deadline: March 3, 2021 

Questions? Contact Professor Jake Wilson at: Jake.Wilson@csulb.edu  
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